


Leona Brausen (Nancy Kimble/Costume Designer)

Acclaimed as both an actor and a costume designer,
Leona has worked steadily in Edmonton and across
Canada for the past two decades. She's an Associate
Artist and founding member of Teatro la Quindicina, and
has made innumerable appearances in the plays of
Stewart Lemoine, most memorably in Cocktails at Pam's,
The Vile Governess and Other Psychodmmas, Damp
Fury, On the Banks of the Nut, The Margin of the Sky,
and Skirts on Fire. She's been seen on stages from
Vancouver to Montreal, with particularly memorable.
Toronto appearances in La Bete at Canadian Stage and
Teatro's The Glittering Heart at Factory Theatre. Her
costume work has been seen at Edmonton's theatres both
large and small and she was the winner of Edmonton's
2000/01 Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Award for her designs
for Teatro's The Hothouse Prince. At the 2003 Edmonton
Fringe, Leona appeared in The Thnnels of Little Chicago,
a play she co-wrote with 1tevor Anderson and Briana
Buckmaster. She's also a core company member of
Die-Nasty, the live improvised soap opera which runs
weekly at Edmonton's Varscona Theatre. She'll be seen at
this summer's New York International Fringe in Pith!

Jeff Haslam (Jack Vail)

Jeff has been working professionally as an actor in
Edmonton since 1986 and has also been seen in
numerous other major Canadian centres from Vancouver
to Toronto. His last Winnipeg appearance was with
Teatro's What Gives?/Ali Ears in 1989. Jeff is an Artistic
Associate with Teatro la Quindicina, and his recent
credits with the company include Cocktails at Pam's,
Pith!, On the Banks of the Nut Eros and the Itchy Ant,
The Exquisite Hour, Vidalia, The Margin of the Sky, and
Skirts on Fire. He is also the author of two plays recently
produced by Teatro, Citizen Plate and Poki 1hlks. Among
his other recent acting credits in Edmonton were Luther
Billis in South Pacific, the title role in Floyd Collins, Orin
the Dentist in Little Shop of Horrors, and Felix Ungar in
The Odd Couple. Jeff is a four time recipient of
Edmonton's Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Award for acting.
He is also in demand for his voice-over and narration
work in radio, television, and film. He's a founder and
core company member of the live improvised soap opera
Die-Nasty, now in it's thirteenth season. He looks
forward to appearing with Pith! at the New York
International Frin~e festival this August.



Davina Stewart (Virginia Tilford)

An Artistic Associate of Teatro La Quindicina, she made
her debut with the company in 1986 as The Vile
Governess, a role she reprised in February 2004. Her
other recent Teatro credits include Biting the Butterhorn,
Vidalia, On the Banks of the Nut, Cocktails at ltun's,
Damp Fury, Skirts on Fire, and Evelyn Stmnge. She also
appeared with Teatro in Toronto in The Vile Governess,
The Glittering Heart, and Shockers Delight. A two-time
Sterling Award winner, Davina appeared at the 2003
Edmonton Fringe in All's Well that Ends Well and.
The 1rojan Women. Among her other favourite roles have
been Hedda in Hedda Gabler, Agnes in Dancing at
Lughnasa, and Cecily Pigeon in The Odd Couple. Davina
played a recurring role in the Edmonton-produced
television series Mentors, and she was also in the
television movie One Hundred Days in the Jungle. She's
a core company member of the improvised soap opera
Die-Nasty. She looks forward to reprising the role of
Virginia this August at the New York International Fringe
Festival.

Stewart Lemoine (Writer/Director)
For the past two decades Stewart has been Artistic Director
of Edmonton's Teatro La Quindicina, a company devoted to
creating new work for a resident company of actors. He's a
four-time winner of the Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Award
for Outstanding New Play, and he's also won Toronto's
Dora Mavor Moore Award for his play The Vile Governess
and Other Psychodmmas. He has written over fifty works
for the stage, including twenty premieres at the Edmonton
Fringe Festival, which he helped inaugurate in 1982.
Among his more notable successes have been Cocktails at
Pam's, Pith!, Evelyn Stmnge, The Exquisite Hour,
Shockers Delight!, and The Margin of the Sky. He and
Teatro have visited the Winnipeg Fringe on two previous
occasions, with What Gives? and All Ears in 1989 and
Caribbean Muskrat in 2003. Stewart has also collaborated
with Edmonton singer/actress Sheri Somerville on
numerous cabaret shows and a recent concert with the
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. He's actively involved. in
running The Varscona Theatre, one of Edmonton's busiest
theatre venues, where he's the producer of the long
running improvised soap opera Die-Nasty and the Euro-
style variety show Oh Susanna. In 2003 his contributions
to the arts in Alberta earned him a Queen's Golden Jubilee
Medal, presented by Lieutenant Governor Lois Hole.



Briana Buckmaster (Executive Producer)

Briana is performing a multiplicity of functions for
the Pith! tour, but her true vocation is as an
actress. She made her professional stage debut with
Teatro in On the Banks of the Nut in 20m and
subsequently returned in Poki 1fI1ks, Vidalia,
Caribbean Muskmt (seen at last year's Winnipeg
Fringe), and The Vile Governess and Other
Psychodmmas. She's appeared at Edmonton's
Citadel Theatre as Rizzo in Grease, and appeared
with Panties Productions in Paradise City. At the
2003 Edmonton Fringe she appeared in The
1Imnels of Little Chicago, a play she co-wrote with
nevor Anderson and Leona Brausen. For the past
two seasons, she's been appearing regularly at The
Varscona on the variety show Oh Susanna and the

improvised soap opera Die-Nasty.

Ian Rowe (Stage Manager/ Publicist)

Ian's previous Teatro credits include performing in
Fatty Goes Wad and stage managing Vidalia. He
has appeared frequently on-stage at The Varscona,
as a regular in Rapid Fire Theatre's Theatresports
and Chimprov and in the improvised soap opera
Die-Nasty. He wrote and performed in the play
Kimota, seen at the 2002 Edmonton and Winnipeg
Fringe festivals and he also appeared in Hump with
Panties Productions. Ian has been particularly
active in film and video of late. With the Draft Six,
he co-produced and appeared in The Sonic Brooms
and 1hrnbuckle and the latter, which he also edited
has recently been contracted for worldwide DVD
distribution. Most recently, he edited When the Pig
Looks at the Matchbox produced by Blue Sky
Communications. Ian is also the founder of
Edmonton's VOTE! society, which encourages 18-
30 year-olds to vote.

Pith! takes place in Providence, Rhode Island in
1931.

The play is performed without intermission.
The running time is 85 minutes.

Poster/Programme Design by Dimensions Graphics



T eatro La Quindicina operates with the assistance of Alberta

Community Development, Alberta Lotteries, The Alberta
Foundation for the Arts, The Edmonton Arts Council, and

The Edmonton Community Foundation. We are deeply grateful
for the support of these funding agencies.
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Teatro La Quindicina gratefully acknowledges
the following for assistance with this touring
production of Pith!

Laurie Blakeman, Sheri Bredeson, Gurner Butler
and Alberta Opera Touring Association, Peter
Edwards and Dimensions Graphic Studio, Chris
Marsh and Jennifer Klassen and the staff of Place
Louis Riel, David Rowe, Rita Scraba, Agnes van der
Klauw, Dave Williams, and Vanessa Williams.

1eatro extends very special thanks to the following
for their cash contributions to our tour fund:

Paul Armstrong, Tony Arnold, Douglas Barbour,
Alan Barefoot, Laurie Bayda, Sheila and Ed
Bertram, Barbara Blackley, Stephen Bouska, Linda
and Matthew Brogly, Chris Bullough, Elaine Calder
and William Bennett, Gloria Chalmers, Brent
Christopherson, Barbara Dacks, Brenda Davis,
Brian Deedrick, Donna Dempster, Anne Derkach,
Annie Dugan, Alana Eshpeter and Graeme Kersell,
James DeFelice, Eleanor Gasparik, Steven
Greenfield, Dorothy Guch and Andrei Chichak,
Helen Jickling, John Kirkpatrick, Terry Klowak,
Patricia Langan, Janice Lavoie, Margaret Mackey,
Colin and Halia MacLean, Elizabeth McAfee,
Gordon McIntosh, Arlynn Miller, Steve Nicely,
Marjorie Phillips, Francis Price, Helen Resta, Janet
Resta, David Rowe and Agnes van der Klauw,
Anthony and Alison Russell, Soly Sawada, Jan
Selman, Shirley and Sol Sigurdson, Diane
Swanlund, Francis and Greta Sitwell, Elaine Solez,
Fred Vandelik, Bruce Venne, Norma Ward, and the
Pie- Totin' Ladies of Panties Productions!


